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Photos

WVOMHST drone image 1 of the Crescent Hollow work area

WVOMHST drone image 2 of the production pit area



I

Rock fell 63 feet from
this area.

Rock that struck the Atlas Copco DML drill.




Photo of damage caused to the Drill Operator’s cab, by the highwall rock.



Timeline

January 29, 2025
) 4:30 a.m., Jerry Hager, Superintendent, begins a pre-shift exam of job site.
) 5:30 a.m., Mr. Hager concludes the pre-shift exam.
Approx. 6:00 a.m., employees leave the portal trailer and start towards the working pit.

Approx. 6:15 a.m., the 777 haul trucks and Gary Howell on the D9 dozer enter the area and commence
work.

Approx. 6:30 a.m., Steven Fields trams the Atlas Copco DML drill into pit and parks to await daylight.
Approx. 7:00 a.m., Mr. Fields trams to the wall, sets up and begins to drill a test hole.

Approx. 7:15 a.m., Ethan Rogers trams the 988H front-end loader into the pit and witnesses a rock fall
onto the drill cab.

Approx. 7:20 a.m., Mr. Hager enters the pit, and Christopher Grimmet conducts an initial assessment on
Mr. Fields.

Approx. 7:20 a.m., Mr. Howell enters the pit and conducts a secondary assessment on Mr. Fields.
7:30 a.m., Mr. Howell uses his emergency radio to contact EMS.

8:21 a.m., EMS arrives on the scene.

VVVV VVVV VY

Approx. 8:25 a.m., the drill is pulled away from the wall by front-end loaders.
) 8:33 a.m., Mr. Fields is pronounced dead.
) Approx. 8:40 a.m., Emergency Personnel removes Mr. Fields from the drill.

) 10:13 a.m., EMS leaves the scene with Mr. Fields.



General Information

This report is based on an investigation conducted in accordance with Chapter 22A, Article 1, Section 14
of the West Virginia Code.

Lexington Coal Company, LLC, was permitted to operate the Twilight MTR/Progress Surface Mine on
December 14, 2017. The mine employs 29 people on two shifts, using contour mining methods to
produce coal from the Upper Chilton seam. There was one active production pit (Crescent Hollow) at the
time of the incident.

Steven Fields worked as a surface Rock Drill Operator for Lexington Coal Company, LLC, at the Twilight
MTR/Progress Surface Mine from December 10, 2024, to January 29, 2025. Mr. Fields was a certified
Surface Miner, with twenty years of total mining experience. Mr. Fields last attended Annual Retraining
on October 11, 2024. Mr. Fields died on January 29, 2025, from serious injuries sustained when a rock
fell from the highwall onto the cab of the Atlas Copco DML drill he was operating, while working at the
Twilight MTR/Progress Surface Mine.

On January 29, 2025, the West Virginia Office of Miners’ Health, Safety and Training received notice of
the accident and representatives of the agency traveled to the mine to begin their investigation.

The equipment involved in the accident was an Atlas Copco DML drill. Due to damage sustained in the
accident, investigators were unable to inspect the drill.

The drill’s operator compartment was an ISO 3449 Certified Level Il Falling Object Protective Structure
(FOPS). ISO 3449 notes that, “although FOPS meeting these criteria do not give crush protection under
all the circumstances in which the machine could be struck from above, it is expected that protection
from penetration will be ensured” under the prescribed testing conditions. Additionally, the drill’s
instruction manual states, “Never stop the drill against a highwall that is liable to collapse or cause a
crushing risk.” (Page 6-88)

Formal interviews were conducted on February 3, 2025, at the West Virginia Training and Conference
Center near Julian, WV. The following individuals voluntarily testified:

Jerry Hager — Superintendent

Ethan Rogers — 988H Front-end Loader Operator
Christopher Grimmet — 992G Front-end Loader Operator
Warren McClung — 777 Haul Truck Operator

Frank Cooper — 777 Haul Truck Operator

Gary Howell — D9 Dozer Operator

Leslie Hobbs — Grader Operator, EMT-M

Joseph Chad Spence— Highwall Miner Foreman

Travis Fisher — General Manager

Rocky Burnett — Austin Powder Blaster



Weather Conditions

Twilight MTR/Progress Surface Mine
January 29, 2025

The weather conditions during the accident consisted of clear skies, with temperatures around 38
degrees Fahrenheit. Winds were at 7 mph, with gusts up to 17 mph. The accident occurred in the
morning, at approximately 7:15 a.m., near daybreak.

Haul road conditions leading up to the production pit were wet, muddy and rutted. The highwall at the
scene of the accident contained icicles as well as wet spots and the ground located above the highwall
was covered with snow.

The weather conditions from the previous day, January 28, 2025, consisted of low temperatures of 29
degrees at 5:00 a.m. and high temperatures of 44 degrees at 4:00 p.m., with wind gusts as high as 25
mph.



Accident Description

On January 29, 2025, Steven Fields started his shift as a Rock Drill Operator at 6:00 a.m. He traveled with
Gary Howell and Christopher Grimmet in the portal truck to the pit. When first entering the Crescent
Hollow work area, the #78 Superior highwall miner pit is located to the left. The roadway continues to
the right of the highwall miner pit and crosses over the land bridge (spoil that had been dumped across
a small valley) that allowed access into the production pit.

After conducting a preshift exam of his equipment, Mr. Fields trammed his drill across the land bridge
and into the pit. Mr. Fields parked to the left of the pit, away from the 992G front-end loader and toward
the outside of the pit, away from the wall and waited for daylight to break.

The 992G front-end loader, operated by Christopher Grimmet, was located to the right side of the
production pit. Mr. Grimmet was loading spoil onto two Caterpillar 777 haul trucks, operated by Warren
McClung and Frank Cooper. Mr. Grimmet was loading the trucks from the left side of the trucks, which
placed the haul trucks between him and the wall, approximately one hundred feet from the wall.

Gary Howell was operating a Caterpillar D9R dozer in the spoil, which was in front of the 992G front-end
loader and to the right of the pit. Mr. Howell was pushing away from the loader and drill at the time and
would have been facing away from the pit.

At approximately 7:00 a.m., Mr. Fields trammed the Atlas Copco DML drill to the highwall and started to
drill a test hole. The operator’s cab end of the drill was located near the wall and the engine end of drill
away from the wall. The drill was positioned at approximately a 45-to-60-degree angle to the wall, with
the operator’s cab of the drill at the vertex of this angle. The operator’s cab was located approximately
3-5 feet from the wall.

At approximately 7:15 a.m., Ethan Rogers was tramming the Caterpillar 988H front-end loader across
the land bridge and into the pit to begin the task of working up the coal that had been uncovered. Frank
Cooper had just left the pit with a load of spoil. Mr. Grimmet, in the 992G front-end loader, was loading
Mr. McClung’s haul truck to the right of Mr. Rogers as he entered the pit. As Mr. Rogers passed the 992G
front-end loader and turned to the left of the pit, something caught his attention, causing him to look to
his right, in the direction of the drill. He witnessed the impact of the rock onto the drill and then a cloud
of dust. Mr. Rogers immediately called out on the CB radio that a rock had just fallen onto the drill, then
called out for Mr. Fields, but received no response.

Mr. Hager had been sitting in his pickup truck, which was parked on the highwall miner side of the land
bridge. He immediately drove into the production pit, to the location of the drill and met up with Mr.
Grimmett. Mr. Grimmet approached the drill and checked Mr. Fields for a pulse and signs of breathing.
He then returned to Mr. Hager to inform him that neither were detected.

Gary Howell trammed his D9 dozer down into the pit and met with Mr. Hager and Mr. Grimmett. Mr.
Howell then proceeded to do a secondary check on Mr. Fields for a pulse and breathing and again none
were detected. Mr. Howell, who is the chief of the Van Fire Department, used his emergency radio to
contact 911. Once emergency personnel and MSHA personnel arrived, a plan was discussed on using the
front-end loaders to pull the Atlas Copco DML drill to a safe distance away from the wall. After the drill
was moved from the wall, EMS radioed Regional Command and an official from Charleston Area Medical



Center pronounced Mr. Fields dead at 8:33 a.m. WVOMHST personnel arrived on scene. Mr. Fields was
extricated from the Atlas Copco DML Rock drill and transported by Boone County Emergency
Management Agency to Collins Funeral Home.

Findings of Fact

Mr. Fields was issued an 07 Surface Miner certification, #2-3142, on September 27, 2005.
Mr. Fields also held an 05 Underground Apprentice Miner certification.

Mr. Fields had worked at the Twilight MTR/Progress Surface Mine since December 10, 2024.
The accident occurred near daybreak, at approximately 7:15 a.m., on January 29, 2025.

Mr. Fields received Experienced Miner Training on December 10, 2024, at Twilight MTR.

The Ground Control Plan for Twilight MTR/Progress Surface Mine states “Equipment with side mounted
cabs such as drills and excavators will be located away from the highwall so as to never position the cab
between the boom or the drill mast and the highwall when the machine is working near the toe of the
highwall unless it can be shown that failure of the highwall will not affect the operator.”

Mr. Fields positioned the cab of the drill between the drill mast and the highwall, while working near the
toe of the highwall.

Conclusion

Mr. Fields trammed the Atlas Copco DML drill up to the toe of the highwall, directly under an overhanging
rock. Minutes after commencing to drill a test hole, the overhanging rock fell onto the cab of the rock
drill, causing fatal crushing injuries to Mr. Fields.

Enforcement Action

A non-assessed control order was issued in accordance with Title 56, Series 3, Section 51.1. of the
West Virginia Code of State Rules.

Modifications were made to the company’s Ground Control Plan and Comprehensive Mine Safety
Program to prevent a reoccurrence.

Three Notice of Violations were issued during this investigation as well as one Special Assessment.



Recommendations

The following will be included by Lexington Coal Company, LLC in the Twilight MTR/Progress Surface
Mine Comprehensive Mine Safety Program:

The recently approved Ground Control plan, revised in response to this accident, shall be
immediately reviewed by employees, and during Annual Refresher Training and Newly Employed
Experienced Miner Training. If, at any time, addendums are made to the ground control plan, that
material shall be immediately reviewed by employees.
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Mine Information

Company Lexington Coal Company, LLC

Mine Name Twilight MTR/Progress Surface Mine

WYV Permit S00502396A

Address 29 Porter Hill Box 29 Stanville, KY 41659

County Boone

Date Permit Issued December 14, 2017 Working Status Active

Location Near Whitesville, WV

Union Non-Union X

Daily Production 302 tons

Annual Production to Date 91,957 tons in 2024

Total Employees 29 Number of Shifts 2
Name of Coal Bed Upper Chilton
Seam Thickness 47"

Accident Incident Rate 0.00 Lost Time Accidents 0 in 2024

Type of Haulage Caterpillar 777 haul trucks

WVOMHST Inspector Matthew Mollohan

Date of Last Inspection December 10, 2024

Notified by Travis Fisher
Time of Notification 8:03 a.m.
CMSP — Anniversary Date NA

CMSP - Contact Person Joseph Jacobs
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Victim Information

Name of Victim Steven Fields

Age of Victim 55

Total Mining Experience 20 years

Experience at This Mine 2 months

Average Number of Days Worked Per Week 5
Average Number of Hours Worked Per Week 50
Length of Shifts at Mine 10 Hours

Travel Time To/From Work Approximately 1 hour 30 minutes one way

Occupation at Time of Accident Atlas Copco DML Rock Drill Operator

Regular Occupation _Atlas Copco DML Rock Drill Operator

Miner’s Certification 07 Surface Miner Cert. 2-3142

Other Certifications 05 Underground Apprentice Miner

Date of Accident January 29, 2025

Time of Accident Approximately 7:15 a.m.

Location of Accident Crescent Hollow Pit
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