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State of West Virginia

WYV Office of Miners’ Health, Safety & Training
Frank Foster, Director
#7 Players Club Drive, Suite 2 = Charleston, West Virginia » 25311
Telephone 304-558-1425 = Fax 304-558-1282
www.minesafety.wv.gov

TO: West Virginia Coal Industry and other interested parties

FROM: G. Frank Foster, Director %\

RE: Innovative Mine Safety Technology Approved for Purposes of the West Virginia Innovative Mine Safety
Technology Tax Credit Act
DATE: October 29, 2025

By letter dated October 15, 2025, the West Virginia Board of Coal Mine Health and Safety submitted

to me its proposed list of innovative mine safety technologies as required by W. Va. Code § 11-13BB-4(a)
{copy enclosed). Pursuant to the requirements of W. Va. Code § 11-13BB-4(a), | have approved the
proposed list, therefore, the list of approved innovative mine safety technologies for this tax year
(effective January 1, 2025) is as follows:

1. Per §11-13BB-3(b)(6), which states: That proximity detection

systems, cameras and underground safety shelters and the refurbishing thereof shall qualify and be on

the list whether required or not. Proximity detection systems and cameras that have been approved by

MSHA would include applications on underground equipment (including longwall systems) and surface
equipment,

2. Parasitic communication systems for bleeders, returns and other isolated underground areas,

3. Through the Earth Mine Communication Systems for underground areas,

4. Wireless Gas Detection for both underground and surface areas/mines,

5. Equipment Operator Fatigue and Distraction Systems for surface areas/mines,

6. Collision Awareness and/or Avoidance Systems for surface areas/mines,

7. GPS Hazard Avoidance Systems for use on surface areas, for example, coal stockpiles, feeder location(s), etc.,
8. Drone equipment for surveys and inspection of hard to access areas, e.g., highwalls, stockpiles, surface facilities,
etc,,

9. Powered Air Purifying Respirators (PAPRs) for underground areas,

10. Automated CPR devices and related accessories for monitoring; specifically, Autopulse NXT; and Autopulse NXT
with X Series Advanced Integration for both surface and underground areas.

11. Preparation Plant and Loadout Facility Motor Control Center (MCC) Area Automatic Fire

Suppression Systems,

12. Surface Mobile Equipment Automatic Fire Suppression Systems,

13. Real Time, Intelligent Gas and Ventilation Monitoring,

14. Coal Chute Void Detection Research,

15. Wireless Flood and Water Detection and Monitoring,

16. Advanced Automation Systems using Wireless loT Devices,

17. Next Generation Proximity with Precise, Underground Geolocation,

18. Underground Wireless C&T Network Enhancements and,

19. Remote and Autonomous Mining Equipment.
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