State of West Virginia

WV Office of Miners’ Health, Safety & Training
Frank Foster, Director
#7 Players Club Drive, Suite 2 = Charleston, West Virginia = 25311-1626
Telephone 304-558-1425 = Fax 304-558-1282
Minesafety.wv.gov

Date: February 6, 2023

To: WV Underground Mine Operators, WV OMHS&T Inspectors at Large, Assistant Inspectors at Large and
Safety Instructors

From: Frank Foster, Director

Re: Interpretation of §36-25-6-1. Designated Areas of Safety 6.1. When in the vicinity of a switch, all persons
shall get into an area of safety, either in a shelter hole or a crosscut, when trips are approaching.

This is a notice to provide the Office of Miners’ Health, Safety and Training Director’s interpretation of the
above Board of Coal Mine Health and Safety Rule §35-25-6-1. “When trips are approaching” means any on-
rail/track mobile equipment such as rail-mantrips, locomotives and rail cars, rail-mounted roof bolt machines
and any other types of transportation equipment that may be traveling in the track entry.

If there are further questions, do not hesitate to contact our office.

«Region One = 14 Commerce Dr. Ste. 1 - Westover, West Virginia 26501 = Telephone 304-285-3268  Fax 304-285-3275
*Region Two = 830 Virginia Ave - Welch, West Virginia 24801-2311 = Telephone 304-436-8421 + Fax 304-436-2100

= Region Three = 431 Running Right Way — PO Box 180-Julian, West Virginia 25529 = Telephone 304-369-7823 = Fax 304-369-7826
«Region Four = 337 Industrial Dr. - Oak Hill, West Virginia 25901-9714 = Telephone 304-469-8100 = Fax 304-469-4059




