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ÅHAZARD ALERT

Å In the past few years, there have been several 
serious accidents and fatalities in the mining 
industry involving heavy equipment and smaller 
vehicles or workers on the ground.  Basically, 
these accidents can be attributed to the visibility 
restrictions of the operators of heavy equipment 
and/or the lack of clear communication by all 
workers before entering the work area of heavy 
equipment.  Each of these accidents had specific 
facts and details that were contributing factors, 
but the two consistent factors were visibility 
restrictions and/or lack of clear communication.
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Å THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED AT A SURFACE 

MINES IN NICHOLAS COUNTY. THE MINE 

FOREMAN DID NOT ESTABLISH POSITIVE 

COMMUNICATION WITH THE OPERATOR OF 

THE ROCK TRUCK. THE FOREMAN ENTERED 

THE PIT AND PARKED DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF 

THE STOPPED TRUCK TO PICK UP EQUIPMENT 

CHECK LISTS. THE TRUCK MOVED FORWARD 

STRIKING THE PICKUP AND TRAPPING THE 

FOREMAN.
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Å THIS ACCIDENT OCCURRED AT A SURFACE MINE 
HAULAGE ROAD IN RALEIGH COUNTY. TWO 
EMPLOYEES WERE LEAVING THE JOB SITE AT 
SHIFT CHANGE VIA THE MAIN HAULAGE 
ACCESS ROAD. UPON ROUNDING A CURVE THE 
VEHICLE STRUCK THE REAR OF A GRADER 
WHICH WAS BACKING UP AT THE TIME.
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:THIS FATAL OCCURRED AT A SURFACE 

MINE IN LOGAN COUNTY. THE VICTIM 

WAS FATALLEY INJURED WHEN THE 

PICKUP HE WAS DRIVING WAS STRUCK 

WHEN IT ENTERED THE PATH OF A 630 E  

WABCO  ROCK  HAULAGE TRUCK.
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THIS DOUBLE FATAL 

OCCURRED IN BOONE 

COUNTY IN 2003. THE 

MANTRIP WAS STRUCK 

WHEN IT ENTERED THE 

PATH OF A R190 EUCLID 

DUMP TRUCK.



10/9/2020

10



10/9/2020

11

This is a review of applicable 

West Virginia Mining 

Regulations and 

recommendations to enhance 

safety for persons in the 

proximity of heavy equipment.
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Å56-3-34.6

Å A. On all active surface mines, a designated area shall be 
provided for parking of employeesô vehicles. 

Å B. No vehicle or other conveyance used to transport 
persons to and from work areas at surface mines shall be 
overcrowded and all persons shall ride in a safe position. 

ÅC. (a) All mantrips shall have ten (10) unit first aid kits 
and audible warning devices.

ÅRecommendation (1)Mantrips should be equipped with 
secured EMT-M boxes and a first aid station box.  This 
will comply with 53-3-48.1regarding the location of first 
aid stations and 56-3-53 regarding the location of 
emergency medical personnel equipment 
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Å56-3-34.3

Å(d) Where required by the Director, trucks used 
for haulage of coal, men or supplies shall be 
equipped with two (2) way communication 
instruments

ÅRecommendation (1) The inspector should issue 
a non-assessed violation requiring two (2) way 
communication instruments be provided on all 
mantrips.
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Å56-3-34.3(b) Supplies, materials, and other tools 
other than small hand tools shall not be transported 
with persons in vehicles unless such vehicles are 
specifically designed to make such transportation 
safe.

Å56-3-42.10(e) Cabs of mobile equipment shall be 
kept free of extraneous materials and adequately 
ventilated.

Å56-3-42.3 (c) Good housekeeping shall be 
practiced on all equipment.

Å 56-3-42.8(c) All doors on mobile equipment 
shall be maintained in good operating condition.
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56-3-42.1(a) Immediately prior to the beginning of each 

working shift, all equipment except licensed vehicles 

subject to state highway inspection requirements shall be 

examined by the equipment operator or a mechanic if 

designated by the foreman in charge of the operation daily 

for safety defects.  The person performing such 

examination shall record his findings in ink or indelible 

pencil on a form approved by the director; such form shall 

be given to the mine foreman or his assistant within four 

(4) hours after the beginning of the start of the working 

shift.  The person performing the above examination shall 

sign the report form and the foreman receiving such form, 

shall initial upon receipt.  A record of all above such 

examinations shall be maintained for thirty (30) days and 

made available to an authorized representative of the 

director and to the miners at the mine
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56-3-26.3 Job assignments to any miner ïWhen a 

job assignment is given to any miner 

that he has not performed in the recent past, such 

person inexperienced in the particular job assignment, 

shall be instructed in the hazards incident thereto and 

the law and regulations relevant thereto and the law and 

regulations relevant thereto prior to performing any 

duties in such new job assignment.  When such job 

assignment includes the operation of equipment, the 

instruction shall include a supervised dry run.  When the 

job assignment related to a plan in effect at the mine, the 

relevant portions of the plan shall be reviewed.  A record 

shall be kept of such instruction.


